BUCKEYE LINKS SPRING 2026 MEETING

The 82" Buckeye Links luncheon meeting occurred on May 31, 2026, at Mary Chapter #9,
Marysville, Ohio. In attendance was the Worthy Grand Matron Debbie Somerlot, Worthy
Grand Patron Todd Evans, Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, Grand Officers, Deputy
Grand Matrons, past presidents of Buckeye Links and current Buckeye Links officers along
with many former Grand Representatives and guests

Call to Order: President Roberta Ekleberry began by honoring WGM Debbie Somerlot.
Sister Roberta thanked everyone for taking the time out of their busy schedule to spend the
morning with us. She commented that she was glad Inspection season was over and is
ready to enjoy the summer and the upcoming receptions and visitations. She remarked
that June is a time to welcome longer days and joyful moments.

Pledge of Allegiance: Secretary, Willa Tomlin, asked everyone to stand and the pledge of
allegiance was given.

Invocation: PGM Gail Walsh gave a prayer of remembrance and blessings.
Introduction of Distinguished Guests:

e WGM Debbie Somerlot [and spouse Fred]. The WGM was presented with an
Honorary Membership and a love gift.
e WGP Todd Evans [and spouse Tracie, Grand Representative of Indiana]. The WGP
was presented with an Honorary Membership and a love gift.
e Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons:
o Cindy Chadwell
o Sandi Herman
o Cheryl Maslowski
o Bruce Ailes
o Bill Taylor
Harless Maynard
e Grand Officers:
o AGM Amy Young
AGP Dennis Evans
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Grand Treasurer Gayle Sutherin

Associate Grand Conductress Jodi Wilkins
Grand Marshal Jolie Stauffer

o
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o Grand Conductress Melissa Holmes
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o Grand Adah Madelyn Rieksts
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Grand Ruth Sherri Gotthardt
Grand Esther Cathy Scarpelli
Grand Martha Denise Gregory
Grand Warder Sherry Bosse
Grand Sentinel Ryan Adams
Grand Chaplain Susan Corwin

e Deputy Grand Matrons:
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e COA
o

Joan Allen, Hoffner #286

Holly Lyon, Ravenna #46

Susie Mayer, Jefferson #300
Dody Myers, Triangle #592
Bonnie Spurling, Mary #9

Kelly Wright, Olive Branch #251
Linda Young, Mason #494
Connie Mundy, Sereno #128

Sherri Bretland

e Grand Representatives
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Ann Paine, Kansas

April Nickels, British Columbia
Carol Campbell, Philippines
Carol Ineman, Mississippi
Donna Thomas, Maryland
Earlene Owens, Nova Scotia/PEl
Gloria Cazan, Massachusetts
Julia Ramsey, Tennessee
Karen Davis, Scotland

Karen Jones, Pennsylvania
Lida Grisier, Alberta

Linda Cook, Manitoba

Lydalyn Pritchard, Arizona
Margery Burcham, Sao Paulo
Marilyn Bridges, California
Melissa Callahan, Arkansas
Peggy Heider, Minnesota
Rachel Ann Tupper, Rhode Island
Robin Jackson, Idaho

Robin Zizzo, Montana

Sally Porter, New Hampshire



o SoniDennis, Nevada
o Tena Clifton, Washington
o Tracie Evans, Indiana
e Presentation by Cathy Adams to Fred Somerlot for his honorary position as
“Unofficial Grand Representative to Jamaica” with a gift bag full of fun items for the
trip!
e WGM Debbie and WGP Todd were invited to the podium individually to receive
presentations and give remarks.
e Memorial Service
o Vice-President Stephanie Ott began with a quote from Helen Keller: “What
we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, for all that we love
deeply becomes a part of us.” Our loved ones traversed the labyrinth of life
and | pray they traveled well. We rest assured they received the great
blessing and welcome home “Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast
been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord. Matthew 25:23
e Business Meeting
o Reading of the Minutes: Secretary Willa Tomlin remarked that the minutes of
the Fall 2025 meeting were posted on the OES website and a copy was
placed on each table for your information. Hearing no additions or
corrections, the minutes will stand approved as read.
o Committee Reports:

= Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Teresa Pience reported a total of 138
registered with a beginning balance of $3,265.36 and ending balance
of $5377.82. Note: remember that dues were changed to lifetime
membership depending on your age at the time of payment. Teresa
also reminded current Grand Representatives that their lunch along
with their visiting counterpart will be paid for at Grand Chapter by the
Grand Trustees.

=  Audit Report: Marion Johnson gave the audit report with a total
balance on hand of $12,301.37. [Audit Committee: Cathy Scarpelli,
Kelly Sparks and Marion Johnson]

e Communications

= Secretary Willa Tomlin read a thank you card from MWGM Billie

Bradfield.
e Nomination for 2026-2027 Buckeye Links Officers - PGM Gail Walsh
= The Committee submits the following nominations:
e President - Stephanie Ott
e Vice President — Willa Tomlin



e Secretary - Brenda Slay
e [nonomination for Treasurer since she has 2 years remaining in
her 5-year term.
= Motion was made and seconded by Buckeye Links members to
accept the slate of Officers. All voted in favor by the usual manner.
Motion carried. The above-mentioned Officers were then installed by
Installing Officer PGM Sandi Herman.

e Remarks were then given by newly installed President Stephanie Ott. Hertheme is
“Take a Sentimental Journey” and the song of the same name. Her emblems are
picture frames and globes, and her scripture is Psalms 119:105: “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” An invitation was given to all to attend the
Fall Buckeye Links meeting at Grand Chapter on Saturday, September 6, 2026, at
the Sharonville Convention Center.

e Closing Remarks

o Robertathanked everyone for their support and help over these last three
years. Firstto Gail Walsh who appointed her Grand Representative of Kansas
in 2014. She also thanked Mary Chapter and Nancy Rider for providing
today’s luncheon. Lastly, she thanked Cathy Adams who followed through
this line. She has been an advisor and her rock. May the next 2-1/2 years
bring you many great memories, new friends and safe travels.

e Benediction by Katherine Andrews, Grand Representative of Vermont

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
Total Attendance: 140
wWlle Tomlin

Respectfully Submitted,
Willa Tomlin Buckeye Links Secretary
District 19 Jacob Eby Chapter #571 former Representative of Florida in Ohio 2017-2018



